Source

Histo

ry of Sign in Hanoi

Lich str caa Bang hiéu & Ha Noi

1880 -

1920 -

1930 -

1946 -

1920

Most common commerce activity was trading in bazaar.

Most common type of signs were Flag Banner or Basket

Written in Chinese. Many people were illiterate so signs were not popular.

Hoat ddng thwong mai théng thwérng nhét dién ra & cac phién cho budn ban trao dbi.
Loai bién hiéu thdng dung nhét 1a c& banner hodc rd (Appendix 1)

Viét bang han tw. Tuy nhién cé rat nhiéu ngwdi khong biét chir nén ban hiéu khéng
dwoc phd bién cho lam.

1930

Flag Banner and Basket were still popular types of sign.

Other forms of sign started to emerge: Wooden Sliding Sash, Wood Plank and
Cement

C& banner va r6 van 14 loai bang hiéu théng dung nhét.

Cac loai hinh bang hiéu khac bat dau ndi I1én: Bang gb truot (Appendix 2), van gb
(Appendix 3) va xi-mang (Appendix 4)

1945

Sighs made of wood plank and iron sheet started to become popular.

Sign makers were rare. There was not any “standard" font, type or format in making
the sign.

Western paints with many colors were common so people used a wider variety of
colors for their signs.

Bang hiéu lam tir van gb va miéng sét (Appendix 5) bat dau tré& nén phd bién.
Ngudi lam bang hiéu rat hiém. Khéng cé phéng chir chuén, cach va format trong
viéc lam bang hiéu.

Son tr phwong Tay véi nhiéu mau sac tré nén phd bién nén moi nguwdi bat dau
dung nhiéu mau séc hon cho bang hiéu cta ho.

1954

1947 - 1950: No development Khéng ¢ tién trién ndi bat

1950 - 1954: People started using neon lights to decorate the signs, mostly on Hang
Ngang and Hang Dao Street and the area from Dong Xuan Market to Hue Street.
Ngudi ta bat dau stir dung dén neon dé trang tri cac bién hiéu, da sé trén phé Hang
Ngang va Hang Pao, va khu vic cho Dong Xuan va phd Hué.

From 1954 Twr 1954

Red, yellow and white were the main colors in making signs (Vietham flag)

1976 - 1986: Subsidy Period => Only government signs

1986 - 1990: Signs are mostly homemade using any material available

From 1990: Sign makers were more popular. Signs are made mostly of wood and
bamboo


https://www.facebook.com/thelosttypevietnam/photos/a.1254938301186504.1073741837.1091207317559604/1254938324519835/?type=3&theater

D vang va tréng la nhirng mau chinh dwoc stir dung trong cac bién hiéu. (Mau qudc
ky Viét Nam)

Thoi ky bao cp => Chi sir dung bién hiéu ctia Chinh pha.

Bién hiéu dwoc da sb lam tai nha, st dung bat ky vat liéu co6 san.

T 1990: Tho lam bién hiéu tré nén vé cung phd bién. Cac bién hiéu dwoc 1am da sé
tor gb va tre.

Sign Makers
Tho lam bién hiéu

Popular “brand": Duy Nhat, Tan Loc

Sign makers were mostly painters, who then learned some types/fonts on magazines
and copied them. They located mostly on Hang Than/Hang Luoc street and Cua
Dong.

In the early year, the signs only contained the name of the shop. These name often
includes lucky Chinese words (E.g. “Phuc" means happiness, “Thanh” means
success,...). Later, people started to put on the address and the products that the
shop sold.

The language used in the sign depended on the shop owner (Chinese/Vietnamese)
and the type of product (tailor’s signs are often in French,...).

Shop owners did not pay a lot of attention on the design of the sign.

The Government did not have any interference on sign making.

'Hang’ bién hiéu néi nhat: Duy Nhat, Tan Loc

Tho lam bién hiéu da sé 1a hoa sy, nhirtng ngwdi ma da hoc dwoc mot sbé phong chiy
trén cac to tap chi va sao chép ching. Ho tap trung da sé & phd Hang Than / Hang
Lwoc va Clra BDong.

Vao nhirng ndm dau, nhirng bién hiéu chi bao gébm tén ctra hang. Nhirng cai tén nay
thwérng bao gdm nhirng han tw mang y nghia may man nhw Phuc (hanh phuc),
Thanh (thanh céng). Vé sau, ngudi ta bat dau bd thém dia chi va san pham Ién trén
bién hiéu cta ctra hang.

Ngén nglr thwerng dwoc st dung trén cac bién hiéu thuweng phu thudc vao chi tiém
(tiéng Hoa / tiéng Viét) va loai mat hang dwoc bay ban (nhirng tiém may mac thuwong
sé dung tiéng Phap).

Chu tiém thworng khéng qua chua y dén thiét ké cha bién hiéu.

Chinh pht khéng c6 bat ky can thiép nao trong viéc lam bién hiéu.

Appendix

1.

Basket used as sign R6 ra dwoc diing dé l1am bién hiéu

These baskets were made of bamboo and used for many purposes, including signs. People
wrote on the back of these baskets using white paint and hung them around their shops.



Nhirng chiéc rd ra nay dwoc lam tr tre nira va dwoc dung cho nhiéu muc dich, bao gém lam
bién hiéu. Ngwdi dan dung muc / son tréng viét I&n mét sau clia chiing va treo ching quanh
ctra hang cia minh.
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2. Wooden Sliding Sash used as sign Bang gé trwot dwoc dung lam bién hiéu

(Need Picture + Detailed Description)

3. Wood Plank used as sign Van gé dwoc dung lam bién hiéu

Name of the shop was sculpted on a wood plank. Some people covered the sculpted parts
with a thin layer of tin. The signs were mostly painted in black or red (Vietnamese paint)
Tén clia clra hang dwoc khac 1én tAm van gb. Mot sb ngwdi phi phan dwoc khic bang mot
I&p mau méng. Nhirng bién hiéu da phan dwoc son den hodc dd (son Viét Nam).

(Need Picture)

4. CEment sign Bién hiéu bang xi mang






